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tion by conveyance 

at nominal rates a we < 
taxation. " However. ‘Yiberal 
New-York .may choose. to. 


it is aiteenioly ancien ‘hater should 
have the means -of knowing exactly how 
mugh they are parting with annually. 
Under any. such system as that 
sanctioned ‘by . the Board of Alder- 
men, there would be an indefinite mul- 
tiplication of free gifts to deserving chari- 
ties, of. which no record would appear in 
the annual statements of expenditure, but 
which would, nevertheless, make a pretty 
large inroad on the annual: revenues. It 
need hardly be added that the - “present is 
not a good time for the display of that 
spécies of political cowardicé which shrinks 
from trefiting the demands of the Roman 


‘ Catholic Church in the same way as the de- 


mands of atiy other Church, 
RN 


| DEFECTS IN ELECTION METHODS. 


Refore the recent‘ election passes com- 
pletely out of mind, it is ‘well to call at- 
tention to several serious defects in the 
methods at present.in use, both in the prep- 
aration of the ballots, and in counting 
them after they are cast. It is well: known 
that great confusion existed for a -period 
varying from three days to a  fort- 
night regarding. the. actual condition 
of the vote in this ‘City and in Brook- 
lyn, and this confusion was for’ s time 
only intensified when the County Canvassers 
met, and their proceedings disclosed: the 
cause of the disorder. In mostcases, both 
here and in Brooklyn, the difficulty arose 
in connection with the officers voted for on 
the ballot: which is technically known as 
‘‘General Number . Two.” . This ballot 
contained the names, of fifteen can- 
didates. Of these,: seven “were of 
candidates for: State ~ offices’; the  re- 
mainder were as follows: Sheriff, ‘County 
Clark, Judge of the Court of ;\Common 
Pleas, two Justices of the Marine ‘Court, 
and three Coroners. Thére is no provision 
of law regulating the size, shape; material, 
ortypographicalarrangement of the ballots, 
or anything beyond the contents’ and the 
order. in which they. shall be printed or 
written. As a matter ‘of fact, the greater 
number of ballots of this ‘class, were 
printed. on poor, unsized paper, 4%, 
inches in. length «by 2% in ‘width. 


‘Within this cramped space were 29 


lines of printed matter; 15 being ‘the 
names of candidates. and 14 the desig- 
nation of the offices. As an inevitable con-, 
sequence of this arrangement, there was in 
no.place on the ballot a space: éxceeding 
one-sixteenth of: an inch in width on which 
could. be written the name of a candidate 
other than that printed. . All substitution of 
one candidate for another by writing was thus 
made impracticable, and the only recourse 
forany one wishing to makesuch substitution 
was by using what are known as ‘‘pasters,”, 
or narrow slips of gummed: paper bearing 
the name of the substitute. « This, of itself, 
was Wrong, as pasters are not always acces- 
sible, and as every voter should be free’ to 
arrange his ballot readily according to his 
own preference. Had there been room on 
the ballots for writing, as there: should 
be, it would, have been difficult, 
if not impossible, to write . upon 
them legibly, owing to the poor character of 
the paper used. These defects could be 
easily remedied by requiring all printed bal- 
lots to be of a certain size and shape; with 
certain spaces. between the names, and of 
paper capable of taking writing inink, Of 
course, this would leave the voter free to 
use a ballot entirely written, if he chose—a 
privilege rarely -smaployed though quite 
proper... 

But a more radical fag is the association 
of State and county and of executive and 
judicial officers on ‘the same’ ballot.” This 
is an ¢rror with reference to the ease and 
certainty with which the vote is to be cast 
and counted, and also on broader grounds. 
It should be the aim’, of the jeg 
to give the greatest “possible © 
dom’ and distinctness to: the iia 
sion of the voters Purpose. It sphould 


officers factha? ‘hands of the party com- 
mittees, and any change from. that |. 


method would. encounter. great oppo- 
“sition. | Under a’ better organized ¢ivil 
‘service. it might* be possible to have. the 
functions ‘of Inspectors and ¢anvassers per- 
formed by ‘permanent officers, but that is 
impossible at present, and would at best be’ 
open to considerable objections. “But it 
ought to be possible to prescribe and apply 
a stricter responsibility. As we have here- 
tofore. suggested, neglect or violation of 
duty by an officer of this kind could 
be, and ought to be, held as prima 
facie’ willful, and. the burden of prov- 
ing, that it was not so could very 
properly be thrown. on the ‘offending 
persons. Under the present system, it is 


usually entirely impossible to prove that. 


any degree of negligence was willful, and 
the officer consequently escapes. But if he 
knew that he would be punished severely if 
he could not give some adequate reason 
for not having done his duty, he would be 
‘much more careful. The positions, also, 
being more responsible. and difficult; would 
be avoided by men who were incapable of 


performing their duties, and would be. 


given to those of a better class. All the 
matters which we have reviewed are in a 
sense’ matters of detail, but they bear 
directly on the purity and efficacy of our 


elections, and should receive attention. 
eee enema 


THE “ LITILE SQUADS” OF THE DE- 
MOCRACY, 


Mr, Warrrrson’s ominous inquiry, ‘‘Is it 
a break-up?” was the expression of an anx- 
iety which a discussion of the course to be 
pursued in the coming session of Congress 
brings to the surface in many quarters. It 
is quite clear that the Democrats are appre- 
hensive and unhappy, and that their eager 
search for consolation does not proceed 
satisfactorily.. The Kentuckian © strikes 
right and left among his friends, and 
closes ‘his “exercise in a » desponding 
mood: ‘They are. blunderers, all; he de- 
clares, and the next session will not be an 
improvement on the last. ‘‘ These dunder- 
heads,” he says, ‘ will presently reassemble 
at Washington. Will they change their 
course? Will they revise their follies? 
Nota bit of it,” he answers, ‘‘They will 
fall to tinkering with the Presidential ques- 
tion. ' They will break up into little squads, 
and each little squad will have its candi- 
date.” There is nothing improbable in the 
prediction. The Democrats in Congress 
will devote their days to President-making, 
in one form or: another, and» beneficial 
legislation, so far'as it depends on their co- 
operation, will haye very little chance. 

The Cincinnati Lnquirer is not as discom- 
posed by,the prospect as its Louisville con- 
temporary, but it evidently dreads the effect 
of any proceeding on the part of Republi- 
cans that shall force the Democrats to con- 
“front the financial question. It is admitted 
that if the issues involved in this subject be 
broadly presented, the Democratic Party 
will resolve itself into as many little squads 

as, according to Mr. WatTTERson, will de- 
velop themselves whenever. the Presidency 
comes up for action. ‘‘ There is great di- 
versity of opinion in the Democratic Party 
touching the national finances,” is the gen- 
tle admission of the Enquirer's Washington 
representative. ‘If there is any one sub- 
ject,” he candidly adds, ‘‘ upon which, more 
than another, the Democracy can be dis- 
tracted, it is that of the’ currency.” « Hence 
the uneasiness excited by the Republican 
disposition to adopt. decisive measures with 
the view of eliminating the weak points of 
the resumption . plan and placing the finan- 
cial system upon a solid foundation. 
effect of this policy, it is admitted, will be 


to “‘ provoke «dissensions and keep up | 
s turmoil within the [Democratic] Party 


lines.” ‘Therefore the Democratic man- 
agers who share the opinions of the 
Cincinnati journal would eschew tha diseus- 
sion of fimancial principles as the only mode 
of keeping the party together, The admis- 


sion is notable, coming .as it does from 


‘the’ ection of the party until now 


offigers | the’ most ‘exacting and aggressive in 
at} its demands. We have. nut to’ look 
1 | far ‘back for the. time when this sec- 
| tion? age ‘that it should be =r gp 


‘sorts of subsidies to\an 


One’ 


hatever may be the truth. of 
in thie particular, experts declare 


ling’ {Sel ot dame re ie 


ek oe eee) ee 


is farther light om the 


Ener pee 
While the Southisen Deca ogra! 


$ want all 


empty the Treasury and ‘empty, the 
Western Democrats know too: ‘well the pen- 
alty of ‘concurrence to. enter ‘into the ar- 
rangément. -;' ; ‘ 
Meanwhile the Southern hét-heads plain- 
ly intimate through local 5 that 
from this tin til after ‘the. tial. 
election they Intend to make their influence 
felt in the’ Democratic ‘eoungils.: A notion 
is current, that the little squad of extrem- 
ists will be well taken -care,of’ during the 
approaching session. According to report, 
they are to be so tightly muzzled that they 
ean neither bite ‘sor roars Wis they will 
be expected | to vote ;when wanted, the 
party’s planning and. will be 
intrusted to. niore ¢autious’ members. 
That such «a schemsé for overcoming 
certain party difficulties has been thought 
of, we do fnot doubt. - But. its: feasibility is 
not apparent. ‘ Whith ‘of the mice will bell 
the ‘cat? We have before us half a dozen 


minor Hewspapers, each épeaking for some. 


little squad, and all te as by agree- 
ment, that instead of dering to others 
the management of the party, the Southern 
Democrats must ‘hens forth ‘take the man- 
agement into. their own hands.» It was 
a Mississippi Representative,,we think, who 
spoke of the party’ as merely én army of 
allies. We like the phrase, little squads, 
better. Certainly it more explivitly indi- 
cates the condition in which the party ap-. 
pears when any attempt, is) made to define 
its position on questions of prindiple. ~ 


ee 

DEATH IN THE PIR. 
Heretofore it has Ween maintained by 
those who are learned in: dietetios that pie 
is a slow poison... Recent Oecurrences in 


this \City show that pie may be sudden 
desth.. This is a serious subject for con- 


sideration, as the season approaches th 
which, in certain sections. of: our happy 
land, pie ‘forms a conspienous feature in 
the annual feast. without 
pie would be ‘like the play of‘ Hamlet”— 

but wa forbear. Even the wayfaring man 
knows the rest of the quotation) One can 
faintly imagine the consternation which will 
spread through New-England whén it is an- 
nounced, on the authority.of the medical 
faculty of New-York, that ‘degth lurks in 
the pie-plate, and that poison may be con- 
cealed under the unsubstantial superstrne- 


ture known to the pie-trade as‘ meringue.” - 


Thanksgiving Day, in rural New-England 
and New-York, ushers in # species of pie 
saturnalia. Previous to they dawning of 
the ‘festal morn, pie is tempordrily inter- 
dicted. ‘This is. an: jnnodent artifice 
designed to whet the appatites of the junior 
members of the family,’ Bat on the. break- 
fast-table, Thanksgiving ‘mérning, pie 
crowns the feast which: ‘breaks | the fast. 


Pie for breakfast fitly opens a day devoted | 


to indigestion and the giving of thanks, It 
is a venerable tradition with’ all New-Eng- 
landers that they may count that Thanksgiv- 
Day lost which does not begin, with ne 
enceforward there is unlinited pie. No 
matter how frugal the household, or how. 
spare the customary diet of the family, it 
would be sinful to check or stint the Thanks- 
giving consumption of pie. Up to the hour 
of sunrise on that day, importanity has been. 


met with stern denial. . Now: the flood-gates 
4 out angles, and standing boldly out into the |) 


of pie are opened. Bape get mt 
Nevertheless, , several families in this 
City have been prostrated by. pie-eating. 
A mysterious illness, which battled the skill 
of physicians, and which was referred, with 
professional vagueness, to’ # atinospheric 
conditions,” has been traced t 
The particular species. ot: 


‘s thing of. the past. It has disap- 
“before the invasion of decaico- 
Eastlake quiddities, and — house- 

hold art. While the mistress plans 

portidres and decorates dinner-plates, the 

| basement Bridget gots her toa bakery for a 

‘lemon-pie, The tea-table is furnished forth 


domestic circle has its domestic joys. More 
and more, it is darkened by the shadow. of 
the shop. And: so it comes to pass that the 
graces of the household languish, and death 
comes in the lemon-pie. © 


—_—_————— 
THE TRIBUNE RIDDLE. 


‘The'mystery of the Tribune Building has 
‘long baffled the investigations of our most 
learned archwologists, Putting aside as 
unworthy of consideration: certain wild. 
theories of its purpose, there remain three 
leading theories, each one of which has its 
able advocates. By these we are told that 
the building was designed either -for » 
tomb, or for religious’ purposes, or for an 
astronomical observatory. The first of 
these rests on s comparatively slight 
foundation. The most elaborate’ research 
has failed to show that there is anything 
buried beneath the. Tribune Building except 
beer.- A noble monument of mortgages 
has been raised over the property of the 
Tribune stockholders, but it is improbable 
that the building itself was intended asa 
second and superfluous monument. 

The learned volume written by Prof. 
Veranda Brown in support of the theory 
that the Zribune Building represents the 
history of the Jewish and Christian religions, 
and contains a precions prophecy as to the 
future religious belief of mankind, has a 
certain degree of plausibility which will al- 
ways commend itself to imaginative men. 
As is well known, the plan of the building 
is unlike. that of any other architectural 
work, in the curious and arbitrary way in 
which it is divided into different stories. 
The lower part.consists of four stories and 
a basement. - According to Prof.’ Brow 
this basement represents the patriarchal 
period before the time of Moszs, and the 
four. stories represent the Jewish’ nation 
under Mosgs, under the Prophéts, under the 
Kings, and under the Roman Empire. The 
last story is smaller than the others, thus 
typifying the declining condition of the 
Jewish state, and the marble capitals 
of its pilasters indicate the luxury and 
splendor of the Roman Empire. “ Above the 
Jewish division of the. building’ we find 
a second series of three stories, represent-. 
ing the first three centuries of the Christian 
era. The uppermost one of these is gor-, 
geously ornamented with polished granite 
columns, with Byzantine capitals—consti- 
tuting an unmistakable reference to the 
conversion of ConsTANTINs, the fixing of 
his capital at Byzantium, and the triumph 
of the Christian religion. Next we find 
three more stories, each containing five win- 
dows. ‘These typify the fifteen centuries 
which have elapsed since the conversion 
of ConsTANting, and bring the record of 
the Jéwish and Christian religions down to 
the present time. 

Where the seventh story, or the third cen- 
tury of our era begins, the facade of the 
Tribune Building is divided into two large 
masses, one being precisely twice the width 
of the other. . These undoubtedly represent 
the division of the Christian world into the 
two great Churches—the Latin and’ the 
Greek—the beginning of which. division: 
really dates back to the rivalry between the 


Bishops of Rome and Constantinople. Be- 
tween these two great divisions’ rises the 


tower—a quadrangalar structure, with clear- 


light. In this tower we recognize Protest- 
antism. Smaller in size than either of the 
‘two great divisions that represent the Latin 
and Greek Churches, it’ reaches . nearer 
heaven and secures <cee share of both 
sunlight and clouds. . 

+ "The upper part of the tower is, in Prot, ; 


‘Veranda. Brown’s opinion, prophetic in its } 


‘| teaching. Both. the: tendency of Protest 


‘| antism to bring 
or | son and to 


: test” of religious © ‘troth—a tendency. daily retage in that island, and benefited it by their. en- 


the concrete pie, may be. 


This may be decided by; 
oles when 1 the’ : 


‘mathematics as the real. 


mat that 


all things to the bar of rea" 


see nada ¢ Cuaaitel sititen: 
canbe’ accepted as fully proved, and we 
Tegra capa pane il Tribune Building 
as an unsolved problem. Doubtless, the 
builders,had some purpose, from which 


‘neither the groans nor the entreaties of the 


stockholders could swerve them; 
but-what that purpose was we are not yet 
able to say with certainty. 


—SESEeoee 
- It lina boon fopolarly anid by a Russian diplo- 
Prince GonTSCHAKOF? will never die while 
Gen. IonaTizry lives to succeed him; but the mere 
mention of a, snecéssor of sny kind seems to have 
roused this hold man of 81 toall his former 
energy. The meeting of such men as himself, Count 
ScHOUVALOFY, | and M. Vauuszrr—M. D’Ovparn 
being a mere ¢ipher—will be # curious reunion of 
Russia’s three ‘forms. of policy. GorTrscHaxKor# 
répresents the ‘t Russia for herself” creed of the 
a gps Ss ry cnc and grand 
strokes of SoHOUVALOF? typifies the 
later school of détall and preeision, exhibiting tne. 
shrewdness of tle detective rather than the wide 
foresight of the Minister. VaLusErr embodies the 
“* Weatern policy” of concessions like those recently 
made to Germany, compliments like those paid last 
year to England, and a general system of conciliation 
and good fellowship. Which of thethree methods 
is destined to shape the tature noliey of scees re- 

mains to be seen. | 

SEEDS SDSS IEE IEE reser 
Our national banking system has been of late 
the sunject of a good deal of admiring comment on 
the other side of the Atlantic. Tts facilities are unt- 
versally recognized, and the fact that a traveler can 
go all over the conntry and experience no difficulty 
in getting what he wants for his national bank notes 
is esteemed « pricéless boon. Practically, there is no 
interchange of bank-notes as between the three King- 
doms. ‘No doubt, a traveler who finds himself, say in 
Ireland, with a ten-pound Bank of England note in his 
pocket, will be able to get it exchanged for Irish notes, 
butit ls equally certain that three-fourths of the shop- 
keopers will refuse to receive his money. Similarly, 
a ten-pound Bank 6f Irelana note may be changed in 
Englapu, but it is not current inthe country. Neither 
are Sentech notes practically recognized in England, 
while’As between Ireland and Scotland their notes 
can hardly be said to be in any sense interchange- 
able. “When thege difficulties exist in the case of the 
great banks, they become enhaneed twenty-fold when 
the interehange of : notes has referenes to the paper 
of the numerous minor banks of iesue which exist all 
over the United Kingdom, Again, as England has 
no issdeof: bank-notes for a amaller snm than £5, 
the one-ponnd notes of Scotland and Ireland are not 
merely .unreeognized, but almost unknown in that 
country. : ‘ 

ee 
Doubtless not a few of those wo read of the 
suit brought by the well-known publisher, Faanx 
Lagsire; to prevent his son from carrying on a pub- 
lication in the namé of Frank Lesiir, Jr,, will be 
surprised to learn that there are cases in which the 
law will dictate now. » man shall use his own name 
in his.own businessi ‘The law cannot prevent two 
persons of the same name going into the'same busi- 
ness and using their names in 4 similiar way and for 
a@ common purpose, providing each acts in good faith 
and neither fraudulently attempts to profit by the 
better,reputation or good name of the other. It is 
true that a detrimental confusion may arise from 
such sitnilarity in the use of names, and that the 
business.of one of the persons may thereby suffer; 
but in the absence.6f fraud or an intent to deceive 
the public, the person, injared is without legal reme- 
dy, The case is different, however, when a man, 
by false respresentations or some eunning device, at- 


) sempta to mislead the pablic into the belief that his 


name and business gre the same as those of some 
well-known and trnated house. Casey of this kind 
are. by no means rare. They have frequently come 
up in [itigation,.and where intentional deception 
has been proved, the court has not hesitated to 
{nterfers.' Such a \case was lately carried to the 
New-York, Court ot Appeals, which held that 
Joun 8S: Dzvirs had been properly restrained from 
using in his business'the name ‘‘ Devin & Co.” in 
such & way a8,to mislead the pubiie into the belief 
that.{n patronizing him they were dealing with the 
well-known clothing-house of Deviixn & Oo. sgh 
@ recent case, wherein it appeared that’ Dr. J. H. 
McLeay had labeled pill-boxes with bis own name in 
imitation of those bearing the name of Dr. 0. McLanz, 
the Supremé Court of the Mnited States ruled that 
a@ man will not be allowed to use his own name s0 
as to represent his goods to be those of another of 
the samé name. While a person -is thus restricted 
ta the commercial use of his own name, an exclusive 
‘tight may be acquired by one man to use the name 
of another. Thus the courts. have recognized valid 
trade-marks in such uses of the names of dead and 
living celebrities as Roger Willisms (loth ” and 
" Bismarek Collar." So, also, a writer who. uses a 
pseudonym. or nom dé plume of established valas 
may prevent another from appropriating the same 
“ame fo the purpous of mlalonding the pubile 
oak —— 
+ Cuba lsonce more in a state of insurrection. 
The Everfaithfal Isle, the name applied: to it, is 
as fronieal as any fame could be, considering that 
Cubs has. been in almost continuous “rebellion 
‘against the mother country for the last 30 or 40 
years, It ‘was originally so called “because ih 
the first quarter of this century every continental 
part of Spanish America threw off its allegiance and. 
established its independence; but Cuba, along with 
, Puerto Prinelpe, remained loyal, and profited by its 
loyalty ; for’ when, the: old Spaniatds wére expelled 
from the ‘main land,.many.of them naturally tosk 


| ergy, skill, ‘snd capital. During this “generation, © 





however, the Cubans have been actively and irre- 
recgranty scanned is dtreetly. responsible 
their, disloyalty.” The’ p 
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